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POUNDS A YEAR, 
AT BEST. 


OUR ONLY 
OTHER OPTION 
IS, WELL... 
AN OVERALL 
TAX INCREASE. 


| uid ан, THAT 
THERE'S x ONE WOULD 
NO INDICA- > BE MY 


ТОМ ОҒ ЕАСН | сөн | PERSONAL 


| HOLDING'S RECOMMEN- 
GOOD IDEA 3 MILITARY ча. DATION, 


UNTIL WE STRENGTH. ЖЖ ES Е ТНЕВЕ. 
ACTUALLY x £ ві 
VISIT... 


KETIL, SON 
OF SVERKEL, 
OWNS QUITE 
A LARGE 
: اد‎ FARM IN THE 

0 0 . په‎ = ( | ~ SOUTH. 
REPORT ام‎ | ||| | ! 

BACH. 


... YOU WILL You 
ر‎ Аһ ۰ BE LEVYING و۳‎ 2 
CONCERNED تک چها‎ INCREASED 
ABOUT A “е. TAX JUST 
REVOLT BY ۱ | АЕТЕВ 


THE DANISH = TAKING THE 
PEOPLE. A Кос ТНЕОМЕ ОЕ 


DENMARK. 


TAKING THE 8 _ PREVENTING 
ENGLISH 8 ПАХА | сс 
THRONE, : ША 21 
САМОТЕ gr به‎ изм у د‎ ЕЗЗЕМСЕ ОЕ 

IMMEDIATELY | ОР اپل‎ د١٢‎ POLITICS. 

PROPOSED | Зав 3 
A SUDDEN 


NEEDED 
TO SEIZE 
A NEW 
SOURCE 
OF 
INCOME. 


FOLLOWING 
ENGLAND'S 
SUBJUGATION, 
CANUTE KEPT 
HIS DANISH 
SOLDIERS 
PRESENT AS 
AN OCCUPYING 
FORCE. 


BUT THE COSTS 
OF MAINTAINING 
THAT ARMY CAME 
FROM ENGLISH 
TAXES, WHICH 
LED TO UNREST 
AMONG THE 
ENGLISH PEOPLE. 


ھا 
Us‏ 


HE WOULD fh s FR IF CANUTE 
HAVE NO Ñ ویو‎ = ...ADDITIONAL COULD 


CHOICE кек гэг FUNDS FROM NOT 
BUTTO — -— = — — HIS OTHER PROCURE... 
SHRINK HS >= = = ہہ‎ s TERRITORY, 
OCCUPATION jg ~ = DENMARK... 
FORCE. нс у 


YOU SAY 


EXPAND- THERE IS A 
ING OUR WAY, BUT 
DIRECT I DO МОТ 


“б 


WE NEED 
MONEY, 
AND THE 
SITUATION 
DEMANDS 
SOME 
HARDSHIP. 


ORDER TO 
BE PROFIT- 


Z 
> == 
= (9 
35 
Ert 
Tw 
ix 

< 


INCREASE 
ROYALLY- 
OWNED 
FARMLAND 
THROUGH 
OTHER 
MEANS 


BUT YOUR 
MAJESTY, 
THIS 
CANNOT BE 
RATHER 
THAN SEEDING 
DISCONTENT 
THROUGHOUT 

HE KINGDOM 


Т 
ОЕ а SMALL 


«МЕ OUGHT 
TO AVOID THIS 
OUTCOME BY 
SACRIFICING 
THE HAPPINESS 
МИМВЕВ OF 
PEOPLE. 


е € е 9 е е е е е е 


Ф ө е е е е е e е 


... WHAT IF 
WE JUST... 
DISBANDED 
THE 
STANDING 
66۸۹۶ 


ONLY AN 
ARMY UNDER 
MY OWN 
COMMAND 
HAS THE 
POWER TO 
ENFORCE 
MY RULE 


WHAT 
KING IN THIS 
WORLD 
CAN RULE 
WITHOUT 


UNLESS 
YOU HAVE 
A BETTER 
IDEA, THAT 

IS. 


i: 
п 
~ 


ОУ 


apo 


зу 


TANG 2 


THE ENGLISH 
ALREADY 
DISLIKE THE 
IDEA OF DANES 
RULING OVER 
THEM. 


يوو 


حم 


я 


= 
yr 


LECTO 


t 


ЕТТТ 407 


ЩІ 


4t) 


у 


MEANWHILE, 
AT THE DOCK 
IN JELLING 


= 
= 
= 
2 
2 
2 
2 
= 


WW. 


۱ 


WN 


81 


HT 


p» 


ЕГІН 
“аш: 


МЕ 
ИИ 


= 


Mine, 


OO 


1 


: 


(7 
МИЛ 


кк 


HARALD 
HAS 
PASSED...? 


T — HAPPENED 
YOU " A WEEH 
WERE £ i AGO. 
JUST A lec -AN FUNERAL’S 
BIT TOO Гевэ хэ DONE AND 


ہے ور ۰۰۰۰/۰۰ 
СЕ 4‏ 


и АА ОД. 
No Swiss) MU 


: хой 


TIME 1 LEFT 
THE FARM, 
Av: GEE \ HE WAS 
IDIDN'T 42-2 c | - E ALREADY... 
REALIZE ۱ J O | 
HE WAS 
SO 
SICKLY... 


101 


WHAT 
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YESTERDAY, PLEASANT 
AND SURPRISE. 
ALREADY 
TODAY I'VE 
GOT MY 
AUDIENCE 
WITH KING 
CANUTE. 


YOU'VE 


GOT MORE 
SWAY WITHIN 
THE PALACE 
1 ТНАМ 1 
ІШІ REALIZED, 
aw THORGIL. 
2 
1 


ېمتا 


ЕМ УУ 577 ACTUALLY, 
PERHAPS | Реж у WY Ы TM ۸ ۳۲ 
YOUR | SURPRISED 


TRIBUTE 
PLEASED 


AS WELL, 
DAD. 


1 
SUPPOSE 
IT 
MUST'VE! 


یں 


ТТТ ШЕШЕ 


CROPS АВЕ 


THE FINEST‏ | _ تج ے71 
HIS MAJESTY (КС 2 AND MOST‏ 


MUST REALIZE | INS See 
THAT THeRe’s ٢ з تک‎ PLENTIFUL 
NO DOWNSIDE 

TO ALLYING 

WITH US. 


эс, | | [ АМО 
ом PROAR: RG |» 1 4 : - FAMILY! 
YOURSELF! | 

IS THAT X | 

UNDER- ! И | | ENTER 


Дан 290 ЗА In. ТНЕ 
$ТОО Ss. e с AUDIENCE 


ZZ 


"ucc 


SS 


PAN 


D 

4 
а | 
лад 


RUD 


THEY 
АВЕ 
УЕВУ 
FINE. І 
АССЕРТ 


APPROVAL 
IS AN HONOR 
OF WHICH 
1 АМ MOST 
АМ МОМЕТНЕ- 
LESS VERY GLAD 
TO RECEIVE IT! 


PRODUCED 
BY YOUR 


YEAR WAS 
A BOUNTIFUL 


— 


THE LATE 


KING HARALD 
ی.‎ «Є WAS VERY 
اا د‎ : MEW PLEASED 
a تست‎ ire um 
OFFERINGS 
UNDERSTAND, as WELL, г! M 
THE PIGS WE 
OFFERED 
FOR YULE 


EVERY YEAR. ae 
SUS INES 
АОРАСТАСФ 22 


ІМТЕМТІОМ ОҒ 
RENEGING ОМ 
THE DEALS 
MADE Ву MY 
FATHER AND 
BROTHER. 


CONTINUE 
IN YOUR WORK, 
KNOWING THAT 
YOUR EFFORTS 
ARE THE 
CORNER- 
STONE OF OUR 
POWER. 


I'M GLAD 
THAT KING 
CANUTE IS 
AN UNDER- 
STANDING 

MAN... 


1 KNOW 
THAT YOU 
RECEIVED 

QUITE 
FAVORABLE 
PROTECTION 
FROM KING 
HARALD AND 
KING SWEYN. 


MIGHTY, 
PRODUCTIVE 
FARMERS 
SUCH AS 
YOURSELF 
ARE THE 
TREASURES 
OF DENMARK. 


wx v ТА 
miu Es 


=" <) 0٩٨ 
) І НОРЕ YOU, 
THAT I YOUR 


MIGHT MAJESTY! j 


CONTINUE 
TO RELY 


RELIEF. 


"d 


7 


сама те 


— Ч zO 
“> Hy 


а И‏ یاه 
ہیی جم аласы‏ 


— >° 
W ЭЭ 
o x LEO 
246 کے کا‎ 9 
5252 2200 
02-2 зЗ 
doi та 
8 


g ер,‏ دای жу‏ یں 
сус X‏ 
сқ x2‏ 


«аа 


"TS 


0 


== 


м 


--. 


: 


ВЕ ОР 
ERVICE 


T حم‎ 
поба 
z لاک‎ ۵ 
HT 
2 
FØRE 


Д в 


ағыу 
COATI LA 


ее 
ж. 27, 
жашым 


РАНТЕ 


۲66 
JUST 
LIKE MY 
BIG BRO, 
IF YOU 
CAN!! 


JUST 


WATCH A 
DEMON- 
STRATION 
OF MY- 


ииине сысы ана QN 
3222235 اسیک پیک‎ ў 


15 
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нато KUMAGAI ACCORDING TO MAKOTO YUKIMURA 


IF, LIKE ME, YOU'VE GOT SOME LEFTOVER PAGES ТО FILL AT THE END OF YOUR 


VOLUME, THIS TALENTED ASSISTANT IS YOUR MAN! KUMAGAI WHIPPED THIS UP FOR ME 
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SUPPLEMENTAL 
DESIGNS 


In any text | consult, it always says, that the Vikings loved freedom and hated control and 
restrictions, То them, freedom was something won and maintained by strength. There was 
no means other than rushing him with military or m force. "King" 
Was just the title of the one who wielded the most power. Фа the flip йй, this meant that 
those who were riled over and lost their freedom 0 they were too weak. In 
a society where powervis everything, it is а matter of fact that the weakest will be slaves. 
It was а shared cultural Understanding that thos Who Were ti Weak 0 ҮШ their 
own freedom were at fait fü their plight. There\was по ult on doubt about the strong 


enslaving, 14 selling, or killing the weak That was just the ши they [| 1 

۱0 how did the ши live in Such 4 culture? here must have Deen sme who 22 the 

meritocracy and the punishment of the weak. It must have been very painful to have such а 
~ | ЭШИ. اکن و‎ 

атоо дар between the ШО of society and Шш 5 own ШШ ЈИ Ш have 0 keep 

their ilti secet, and restrict themselves to Silently lamenting the plight of mistreated 


slaves without taking action? Such 0 adrift in the culture of the time must have 
been nameless and 10111816-1 fact, perhaps-the only people who fat that нац 1 
been Slaves themselves. Only the strong leave ШШШ in history; the stories of such 
ordinary minorities are-not saved over thi centuries. That's опе of the more bothersome 
aspects of history. | just want to know. 


Translation Notes 


Thegn, page 102 


A personal servant of a lord or king, in this case referring to official soldiers 
as opposed to militia men. The definition varies depending on the time and 
place; for example, the Scottish thanes as seen in Shakespeare’s Macbeth were 
royal officials much like counts. 
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ASK YUKIMURA 


This exclusive Q&A with series creator Makoto Yukimura appears only 
in Ше U.S. edition of “Vinland Saga." Future volumes will include them, 
too, so 1f you have a question you'd like to ask Mr. Yukimura, please send 
it to kodanshacomics@randomhouse.com, or to: 

Kodansha Comics 

45] Park Ave. South, 7th floor 

New York, NY 10016 


Kodansha Comics: Your impressive attention to detail in backgrounds 
is always something Vinland Saga fans point out to us. How much time 
do you typically spend on 
backgrounds? What do سے‎ 
you think makes them so а МЕЗ 
important to manga? 7 S 


| 2) al 


| ВАК TERSIN Y 
Makoto Yukimura: The ٩ И e ANS e үш 
backgrounds are a job done 
by myself and my three staff а РЧ 
members together. In other | | г yl | S | TRULY RICH 
words, they take four times || 2 67 
Ше work of Ше character 
drawings, which I do myself. 
One chapter of about 30 
pages requires two weeks of 
working 12 hours a day. 
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THE NAMES 
LISTED HERE, ۴ 
ç £ -2 | MIGHT EARN ам 
I believe background Ва : ; "THOUSAND 
Е 1 і Ti We. | ТЕ POUNDS А YEAR, 
drawings are quite essential. ` AT BEST. 
The background is the OUR ONLY 
° ۰ 18: 9 ( КТГ ОТНЕВ ОРТІОМ 
world. I don't think you = | M - по 


TAX INCREASE. 


can tell a story with just the 
characters, divorced from 
the world, and I don't think 


you should. But also, I simply find it a fun task to imagine and draw what 
food the characters eat, what kind of houses they sleep in, what kind of 
environment they live in. 


Even saying that, of course, we are all human, so there are mistakes 
scattered here and there in the background images. I can't brag too much. 
In the future, it's all up to the extent of my diligence, too. 


Kodansha Comics: You said previously that one of the reasons you 
decided to draw Vinland Saga was because you wanted to address the 
theme of violence. Was there an event in your life or in the world that 
made you want to write about this theme? 


Makoto Yukimura: It's not that there was any specific experience or 
event that made me want to write about the theme of violence. 


It's just that, in the 
hero manga of my 

beloved Japan, no 
SIMPLY 


SWEARING NOT || =A AN matter what the 
MORE THAN YOU = 708 Z Ay 01) story 1s, most of 
ALREADY HAVE f ІМ 


27 2 THERE'S ۹۷7 
C FOR ALL THE - А 31111111. the protagonists 
FOR ALL THE MD MORE | p 2 


A THAN ВИ 
HARM DONE IN 4 Па а тнат ОР ١١ are іһе strongest 


‚ COURSE. | 
| 10 Ша! Шеу 

are Ше best at 
doing violence. 

2 А мам миет Meanwhile, Ше 

P NM. ме, ВАЗЕ МОВЕ 
HIS HANDS ШЕР 2) GRAIN THAN characters who 
MUST BUILD “ТЕ “ЭЖ НЕ НАЗ Y 

М. ` Ü a aren’t skilled 
THEY HAVE کے‎ 5-5 MEN with violence 

BURNED. №. اوت‎ = № f= 
» | are portrayed 

as weak. So the 
story unfolds with 
the hero repeatedly beating up the bad guys, one after another. Usually, 
no matter what happens, it's difficult for the hero to escape this destiny. 


507 


But what would happen to а hero manga if the protagonist really wished 
he could escape from this fate of violence? Could you still tell that story 
without it losing its entertainment value? I decided that I wanted to try 


that out. 


That's one of the many reasons I chose violence as a theme. 
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SEE YOU IN BOOK SEVEN, 
COMING DECEMBER 2015! 
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